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In the 20th century, social and historical moments of crisis led to conceptualisations of
communitarian values — also in Poland. Here, the communist project - its theoretical
development, its historical realisation and later overcoming — frames the conceptual
outlines. But the research project looks at communism beyond «big politics». It explores
Polish art practices and culture as the setting where political ideas, critical utopia and
social reality intermingle and where communitas takes conceptual shape.

The project attends to four distinct phases of crisis in the Polish cultural history. In 1905,
the crisis of capitalist-imperial rule led to the first, yet unsuccessful proletarian
revolution. After 1956, the communist project was redesigned, also in a context of
decolonisation and transnational solidarity. The repressions against Poles of Jewish
decent around 1968 however destroyed the idea of a visionary, egalitarian socialism.
After 1989, finally, communism had to yield to a neoliberal system.

During these historical processes, visions of a fairer society and international
community arose beyond official state politics. These forms of communitas developed
in the cultural practice of theatre, literature, film and fine arts; they appeared in political
protests, subcultural practices and social movements. The research project investigates
into the interplay of the processes of crisis and the staging of a different community by
analysing concrete historical and artistic material.

The projectinscribes itself in political anthropology by exploring cultural discourses and
their intersectional and transnational intertwinings. Thereby, sociological as well as
concepts of cultural and art studies are connected with postcolonial research for the
building and mediation of decentralised knowledge.



